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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


A TRUE  REVIVAL. 

REV.  J.  M.  FOSTER,  BOSTON. 

The  prophet  Habakkuk  wrote  about  605 
B.  C.  His  prophecy  is  in  the  form  of  a 
dialogue — man  questioning  and  complain- 
ing, God  answering  with  threatening.  The 
prophet  had  seen  Babylon  rise  suddenly 
from  nothing  to  the  summit  of  power. 
He  had  seen  Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  seize 
the  kingdoms  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
marching  eastward,  meet  defeat  at  Char- 
chemish  on  the  Euphrates,  where  Josiah, 
king  of  Judah,  was  wounded  unto  death. 
He  had  seen  NTecho  carry  Jehoahaz, 
JosialTs  successor,  a captive  into  Egypt 
and  place  on  the  throne  Jehoiakim,  a 
weak  and  impious  man,  as  king  over 
Judah.  And  now,  Nebuchadnezzar,  with 
the  Babylonians  exulting  in  victory,  was 
to  come  and  raze  Jerusalem  to  its  founda- 
tions and  carry  the  people  captive  and 
hold  them  as  slaves  in  Babylon  for  seventy 
years.  Contemplating  this,  the  prophet 
exclaims,  “0  Lord,  revive  Thy  work  in  the 
midst  of  the  years;  in  the  midst  of  the 
years  make  known;  in  wrath  remember 
mercy !” 

To  revive  is  “to  bring  again  to  life,  or 
recall  from  a state  of  languor.”  It  al- 
ways implies  that  its  subject  had  life  and 
vigor  formerly,  and  that  such  life  and 
vigor  are  again  communicated  or  excited 
into  action.  In  winter  the  trees  appear 
dead.  But  in  the  spring  the  sap  rises. 


and  the  tree  puts  forth  leaves,  buds,  blos- 
soms and  fruit.  This  is  a revival  of  the 
orchard.  The  garden  of  the  Lord  has  a 
season  of  barrenness.  Then  the  sunshine 
of  divine  love  and  the  former  and  latter 
rains  of  God^s  grace  cause  the  plants  of 
grace  to  bloom  and  blossom  and  bear  fruit 
to  the  glory  of  God.  To  give  life  is  a new 
creation.  To  awaken  and  quicken  that  life 
is  a revival.  A revival  never  denotes  the 
first  communication  of  the  vital  princi- 
ple. A religious  revival  is  either  personal 
or  social.  When  personal,  it  denotes  the 
removal  of  temptations  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  innate  corruption,  together  with 
the  restoration  of  the  soul  to  the  paths  of 
righteousness,  of  pleasantness  and  of 
peace.  But  it  never  denotes  regeneration, 
conversion  or  the  first  convictions  of  sin- 
ners. When  social,  appertaining  to  a par- 
ticular congregation,  or  to  an  ecclesias- 
tical community,  a revival  of  religion  does 
not  exclude  the  idea  of  additional  con- 
verts, because  the  increase  of  the  Church 
is  matter  of  joy  to  the  whole  body;  but 
the  true  idea  of  a revival  of  religion  in  the 
Church  is  the  restoration  of  the  Christian 
community  to  a state  of  activity  and  order. 
Hosea  6 : “After  two  days  will  He  revive 
us ; in  the  third  day  He  will  raise  us  up.” 
It  creates  spiritual  joy.  Ps.  85,  6:  “Wilt 
Thou  not  revive  us  again ; that  Thy  people 
may  rejoice  in  Thee  ?”  It  produces  fruit- 
fulness. Hosea  14,  7:  “They  shall  re- 

vive as  the  cqrn,  and  grow  as  the  vine; 
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the  scent  thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of 
Lebanon.” 

L It  is  the  Lord’s  work.  “Revive 
Thy  work.”  The  prophet  reasons  with 
God.  “Thou  didst  bring  Thy  people  out 
of  Egypt  and  through  the  Red  Sea.  Thou 
didst  teach  them  the  way  of  life  at  Sinai, 
and  lead  them  in  the  wilderness  forty 
years  to  prove  them.  Thou  didst  drive 
out  the  nations  of  Canaan  and  give  them 
that  goodly  land.  Seven  times  they  de- 
parted from  Thee  and  Thou  gavest  them 
into  the  hands  of  their  oppressors.  When 
Chushan-rishathaim  oppressed  them  for 
eight  years  and  they  cried  to  Thee,  Thou 
didst  deliver  them  by  Othniel  and  the 
land  had  rest  forty  years.  When  Eglon, 
king  of  Moab,  oppressed  them  eighteen 
years.  Thou  didst  send  Ehud,  who  slew 
Eglon,  and  the  land  had  rest  eighty  years. 
When  the  Philistines  oppressed  them, 
Thou  didst  deliver  them  through  Sham- 
gar.  When  the  king  of  Canaan,  Jab  in, 
oppressed  them  twenty  years,  Thou  didst 
send  Deborah  and  Barak,  and  slay  Sisera 
by  the  hand  of  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber, 
and  the  land  had  rest  forty  years.  When 
Midian  oppressed  Israel  seven  years.  Thou 
didst  call  Gideon,  the  mighty  man  of 
valor,  who  with  three  hundred  at  mid- 
night swung  their  lamps  and  shouted, 
‘The  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon/ 
and  the  host  fled  in  a panic.  When  the 
Ammonites  oppressed  Israel  eighteen 
years,  Thou  didst  send  Jephthah,  who 
smote  twenty  cities  and  overcame  the 
Ammonites.  And  when  the  Philistines 
again  oppressed  Israel  forty  years,  Thou 
didst  raise  up  Samson  and  clothe  Thyself 
with  Samson  and  smite  their  enemies  and 
deliver  Israel  twenty  years.  And  now, 
because  of  sin,  Thou  hast  carried  Thy 
people  to  Babylon  and  wilt  keep  them 
there  for  seventy  years.  0 Lord,  revive 
Thy  work  in  the  midst  of  the  years;  in 
the  midst  of  the  years  make  known.  In 


wrath  remember  mercy !”  Daniel  and 
Ezekiel  Were  God’s  answer  to  this  prayer. 

Christ  is  upon  the  throne.  He  holds 
the  seven  spirits  of  God,  the  sevenfold 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  seven 
lamps  before  His  throne,  and  the  seven 
horns  and  seven  eyes  of  the  Lamb  are  the 
sevenfold  energy  and  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  which  the  man  Christ  Jesus 
reigns.  He  has  His  plan.  The  Anti- 
christ is  permitted  to  oppose  His  King 
1260  years.  During  this  sackcloth  period 
the  witnesses  cry,  “How  long,  0 Lord, 
holy  and  true,  dost  Thou  not  judge  and 
avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on 
the  earth?  0 Lord,  revive  Thy  work  in 
the  midst  of  the  years.”  And  in  Ger- 
many, when  Luther  nailed  his  ninety-five 
theses  to  the  door  of  Wittenberg  Cathe- 
dral, on  Oct.  31,  1517,  and  awakened 
the  nation  and  alarmed  the  Papal  hier- 
arch}^, the  prayer  was  answered.  When 
Calvin  established  the  Protestant  Repub- 
lic in  Geneva  in  1550,  and  John  Knox 
triumphed  over  Rome  in  Scotland  in  1560, 
God  answered  this  prayer.  And  in  the 
triumph  of  the  fifty  years’  struggle ' with 
Prelacy,  between  the  swearing  of  the 
National  Covenant  of  Scotland  at  Gray- 
friars  Church  in  1638,  and  the  English 
Revolution  in  1688,  God  answered  this 
prayer.  No  one  can  read  the  history  of 
the  New  England  revivals  by  Edwards 
and  Whitefield  without  exclaiming : “This 
is  the  finger  of  God.”  Read  the  account 
of  the  sermon  preached  by  President  Ed- 
wards at  Enfield,  Conn.,  July  8,  1741, 
from  the  words,  “Their  feet  shall  slide  in 
due  time.”— Deut.  32,  35.  “When  they 
went  into  the  meeting-house,  the  appear- 
ance of  the  assembly  was  thoughtless  and 
vain;  the  people  scarcely  conducted  them- 
selves with  common  decency,  but  as  the 
sermon  proceeded,  the  audience  became  so 
overwhelmed  with  distress  and  weeping 
that  the  preacher  was  obliged  to  speak 
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to  the  people  ’and  desire  silence  that  he 
might  be  heard.  The  excitement  soon  be- 
came intense/ and  it  is  said  that  a min- 
ister who  sat  in  the  pulpit  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  the  agitation  of  his  feelings, 
caught  the  preacher  by  the  skirt  of  his 
dress  and  said,  "Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, is  not  God  a God  of  mercy  ?’  Many 
of  the  hearers  were  seen  unconsciously 
holding  themselves  up  against  the  pillars 
and  the  sides  of  the  pews  as  though  they 
already  felt  themselves  sliding  into  the 
pit.  This  fact  has  often  been  mentioned 
as  a proof  of  the  strong  and  spiritual 
character  of  President  Edwards’  peculiar 
eloquence — the  eloquence  of  truth  as  at- 
tended by  influence  from  heaven,  for  his 
sermons  were  read  without  gesture.” 

In  Whitefield’s  narratives  of  his  re- 
vival work  in  1740,  we  meet  with  such 
sentences  as  these,  “I  believe  there  were 
about  seven  thousand  hearers.  The  Holy 
Spirit  melted  many  hearts.  The  word 
was  attended  with  manifest  power.”  “I 
preached  in  the  afternoon  to  about  fifteen 
thousand  on  the  common.  But,  0 ! how 
the  word  did  run!  It  rejoiced  me  to  see 
such  numbers  greatly  affected,  so  that 
some,  I believe,  could  scarcely  abstain 
from  crying  out;  that  place  was  no  other 
than  a Bethel,  and  a gate  of  heaven.”  “I 
began  with  fear  and  trembling.  Few  dry 
eyes  seemed  to  be  in  the  assembly.  I be- 
lieve many  were  filled,  as  it  were,  with 
new  wine.”  “Preached  this  morning  and 
perceived  the  melting  to  begin  sooner  and 
to  rise  higher  than  before.  Dear  Mr.  Ed- 
wards wept  during  the  whole  hour  of  ex- 
ercise.” “Preached  my  farewell  sermon 
on  the  common  to  nearly  thirty  thousand 
people.  Great  multitudes  wept  when  I 
spoke  of  leaving  them.”  In  the  presence 
of  these  facts  we  say  with  bowed  heads, 
“This  is  the  Lord’s  doing;  it  is  marvelous 
in  our  eyes.” 

n.  It  is  attended  by  the  preaching 


of  the  law  of  God.  In  the  context  the 
prophet  Habakkuk  says,  “God  came  from 
Teman,  and  the  Holy  One  from  Mount 
Paran.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens, 
and  the  earth  was  full  of  His  praise.  And 
His  brightness  was  as  the  light  ; He  had 
horns  (rays)  coming  out  of  His  hand, 
and  there  was  the  hiding  of  His  power.” 
Turning  back  to  Deut.  33,  2,  we  find 
the  prophet’s  reference.  Moses  describes 
the  giving  of  the  Ten  Commandments 
when  the  mountain  quaked  and  burned 
with  fire,  and  was  covered  with  clouds  and 
the  people  heard  His  voice,  and  were 
afraid,  and  Moses  said,  “I  exceedingly  fear 
and  do  quake.”  And  he  said,  “The  Lord 
came  from  Sinai,  and  rose  up  from  Seir 
unto  them;  He  shined  forth  from  Mount 
Paran,  and  He  came  with  ten  thousand  of 
His  saints;  from  His  right  hand  went  a 
fiery  law  for  them.”  When  Joshua  called 
the  elders  and  all  the  people  to 
Shechem,  he  made  a covenant  and  wrote 
the  law  in  a book  and  set  up  a great  stone 
under  an  oak  and  said,  “This  stone  shall 
be  a witness  unto  us,  for  it  hath  heard  all 
the  words  of  the  Lord  which  He  spake 
unto  us.”  When  Israel  had  rejected 
Samuel  and  chosen  Saul  to  be  king, 
Samuel  called  an  assembly  at  Gilgal.  There 
he  reminded  them  of  God’s  dealings  in  the 
past.  God  sent  thunder  and  rain  that 
day  and  the  people  feared  the  Lord  and 
Samuel  greatly.  And  Samuel  charged 
them  not  “to  turn  aside  from  following 
the  Lord,  but  serve  the  Lord  with  all  your 
heart.”  When  Hezekiah  kept  a solemn 
Passover  in  Jerusalem,  “for  they  had  not 
done  it  for  a long  time  in  such  sort  as  it 
was  written,”  he  took  oath  of  the  children 
of  Israel  that  they  should  observe  all  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  and  testimonies, 
and  judgments  found  written  in  God’s 
word.  When  Josiah  inaugurated  a great 
revival  we  read,  “The  King  went  up  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord  and  all  the  men  of 
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Judah,  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and 
the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the 
people,  great  and  small,  and  he  read  in 
their  ears  all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the 
covenant  that  was  found  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  And  the  king  stood  in  his  place 
and  made  a covenant  before  the  Lord,  to 
walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  His 
commandments,  and  His  testimonies  and 
His  statutes  with  all  his  heart  and  with 
all  his  soul,  to  perform  the  words  of  the 
covenant  which  are  written  in  this  book. 
And  he  caused  all  that  were  present  to 
stand  to  it.” 

When  Ezra  was  come  to  Jerusalem  he 
gathered  an  assembly  and  stood  on  a pul- 
pit of  wood  and  read  out  of  the  book  of 
the  law  from  morning  to  midday,  and  the 
people  said,  “Amen ! Amen ! with  lifting 
up  their  hands,  and  they  bowed  their 
heads,  and  worshipped  the  Lord  with  their 
faces  to  the  ground.”  And  after  fasting 
and  confession,  we  read,  “And  because  of 
all  this,  we  make  a sure  covenant,  and 
write  it,  and  our  princes,  Levites  and 
priests,  seal  unto  it.” 

During  the  days  of  His  flesh  our  Lord 
lived  a perfect  life.  That  is  the  model. 

- He  endured  the  penalty  of  the  broken  law 
“upon  His  cross.  That  was  the  atone- 
ment. For  the  suffering  of  death  He  was 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor.  He  be- 
came obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  cross.  Wherefore,  God  also  hath 
highly  exalted  Him  and  given  Him  a 
name  that  is  above  every  name.  He  is 
the  Administrator  of  the  moral  law.  By 
His  Spirit  He  calls  His  people  into  His 
Kingdom  and  makes  them  able  and  will- 
ing to  obey  this  law.  The  preaching  of 
the  law  is  to  convict,  to  awaken,  to  warn. 
As  the  Saviour  was  led  out  to  Golgotha,  a 
company  of  women  followed  weeping.  He 
turned  and  said  : “Daughters  of  Jerusa- 
lem, weep  not  for  Me ; but  weep  for  your- 
selves and  for  your  miseries  that  shall 


come  upon  you!”  He  was  going  to  the 
cross  to  endure  God’s  wrath  instead  of  all 
who  believed.  But  for  those  who  believed 
not,  divine  wrath  would  be  inflicted  by 
Himself  as  the  reigning  Mediator.  The 
Jews  rejected  Him.  In  the  year  70  A.D., 
Christ,  the  King,  brought  Titus  and  the 
Roman  legions  and  starved  and  crucified 
the  people  into  submission,  destroyed  their 
temple  and  city,  scattered  the  people,  and 
to  this  day  left  them  without  a temple  or 
altar  or  government  or  country.  “Weep 
for  your  miseries  that  shall  come  upon 
you.”  That  was  the  impending  doom  with 
which  the  apostles  aroused  believing  Jews. 

Open-eyed  witnesses  recognize  that  the 
“seven  vials”  of  the  Revelation  represent 
God’s  judgments  upon  Antichrist.  They 
also  recognize  that  we  are  near  the  close 
of  the  sixth  vial.  The  River  Euphrates 
is  almost  dried  up.  The  supports  of  the 
Papacy  are  fast  being  removed.  But  this 
empire  of  Satan  is  mustering  its  forces  in 
all  quarters  to  make  a final  stand.  The 
time  of  the  seventh  vial  is  near  at  hand. 
It  is  time  now  to  preach  the  law  of  retri- 
bution. Judgment  must  begin  at  the 
house  of  God.  The  “whip  of  small  cords” 
must  be  requisitioned  to  drive  out  worldli- 
ness and  selfishness  and  falsehood  and  op- 
pression from  God’s  sanctuary.  A little 
weak  church,  purified  by  the  law,  is  God’s 
instrument  for  overturning  systems  of  in- 
iquity. “Fear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob;  I 
will  make  thee  a sharp  threshing  instru- 
ment, having  teeth;  and  with  it  thou 
shalt  thresh  the  nations.”  The  purified 
church  is  God’s  threshing  instrument; 
with  it  He  flails  the  nations.  Her  testi- 
mony torments  them.  The  testimony  of 
James  Renwick  tormented  James  II.  and 
shook  his  throne  to  the  fall.  The  wit- 
nesses gain  the  victory  by  suffering  mar- 
tyrdom for  the  truth.  “And  they  over- 
came by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  and  by 
the  word  of  their  testimony.” 
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Bunyan  leads  Christian  to  Sinai  for 
fear  and  to  the  cross  for  peace.  "The  law 
is  our  schoolmaster,  to  lead  us  to  Christ.” 
Faithful  tells  Christian  that  Moses  came 
to  him  on  the  hill  and  knocked  him.  down 
three  times,  and  would  have  made  an  end 
of  him  had  not  a Man  with  holes  in  His 
hands,  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  Lord,  come 
to  his  relief.  Dr.  Boardman  remarks : 
"The  plow  destroys  every  living  thing, 
tearing  all  up,  root  and  branch,  and  bury- 
ing all  under  the  ground,  while  the  drill 
plants  the  seed,  and  under  God’s  blessing, 
insures  a golden  harvest  and  a full  garner. 
There  is  no  antagonism  between  the  plow 
and  the  drill.  It  takes  both  to  make  the 
land  yield  its  reward  to  the  diligent  hand ; 
in  the  husband^  of  the  Kingdom,  the 
law  is  the  plow,  and  the  deeper  the  plow 
is  put  in  the  better  the  crop,  provided 
only  that  the  drill  follows  in  due  time, 
casting  in  seed  in  abundance.”  When 
Dr.  Guthrie  preached  a scathing  sermon 
against  the  vices  of  the  established  clergy, 
his  friends  came  to  him  and  said : "Why 
did  you  say  those  things?”  "Are  they 
not  true?  Are  not  those  prelates  guilty 
of  gambling,  drunkenness  and  fornica- 
tion?” "Yes.  What  you  said  is  true. 
But  it  hurts  the  Church  and  injures  the 
influence  of  the  ministry  to  say  so.  Why 
did  you  not  say  it  in  Latin,  and  the  clergy 
could  have  read  it?”  "When  they  sin  in 
Latin  I will  condemn  them  in  Latin.  But 
while  they  sin  in  English  I must  con- 
demn them  in  English.”  I am  reminded 
of  the  preaching  of  Rev.  James  Glenden- 
ning  at  Oldstone,  North  Ireland,  shortly 
after  the  Ulster  settlement  in  1607.  The 
historian  says:  "He  was  a man  who 

would  never  have  been  chosen  by  a wise 
assembly  of  ministers,  nor  sent  to  begin 
reformation  in  this  land.  Yet  this  was 
the  Lord’s  choice  to  begin  the  admirable 
work  of  God,  which  I mention  on  purpose 
that  all  men  may  see  how  the  glory  is  only 


the  Lord’s  in  making  a holy  nation  in 
this  profane  land,  and  that  it  was  ‘not  by 
might,  nor  by  power  nor  by  man’s  wisdom, 
but  by  My  Spirit,  says  the  Lord.’  At 
Oldstone  God  made  use  of  him  to  awaken 
the  conscience  of  a lewd  and  secure  peo- 
ple thereabouts.  Seeing  the  great  lewd- 
ness and  ungodliness  of  the  people,  he 
preached  to  them  nothing  but  law,  wrath 
and  the  terrors  of  God  for  sin.  And  in 
very  deed  for  this  only  was  he  fitted,  for 
hardly  could  he  preach  any  other  thing. 
But,  behold  the  success ! For  the  hearers 
finding  themselves  condemned  by  the 
mouth  of  God  speaking  in  His  word,  fell 
into  such  anxiety  and  terror  of  conscience 
that  they  looked  on  themselves  as  alto- 
gether lost,  as  those  of  old,  who  said, 
‘Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do  to 
be  saved?’  And  this  work  appeared  not 
in  one  single  person  or  two,  but  multi- 
tudes were  brought  to  understand  their 
way  and  to  cry  out,  ‘What  shall  we  do?’ 
I have  seen  them  myself  stricken  and 
swoon  with  the  word ; yea,  a dozen  in  one 
day  carried  out  of  doors  as  dead,  so  mar- 
velous was  the  power  of  God  smiting  their 
hearts  for  sin,  condemning  and  killing. 
And  this  spread  through  the  country  to 
admiration,  so  that,  in  a manner  as  many 
came  to  hear  the  word  of  God  went  away 
slain  with  the  words  of  his  mouth.  For 
a short  time  this  work  lasted  as  a sort  of 
disease  for  which  there  was  no  cure,  the 
poor  lying  under  the  spirit  of  bondage  and 
the  poor  man  who  was  the  instrument  of 
it,  not  being  sent,  it  seems,  to  preach  the 
gospel  as  much  as  the  law,  they  lay  for  a 
time  in  the  most  deplorable  condition, 
slain  for  their  sin,  and  knew  no  remedy.” 
Blair,  Livingstone  and  others  came  over 
and  preached  the  gospel,  and  a great  har- 
vest was  gathered. 

III.  It  is  God’s  answer  to  prayer.  The 

prophet  Habakkuk  prayed,  "Revive  Thy 
work  in  the  midst  of  the  years,”  and  when 
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God  miraculously  owned  the  three  chil- 
dren in  the  fiery  furnace,  and  King  Nebu- 
chadnezzar saw  four  men  walking  in  the 
fire  and  the  form  of  the  fourth  was  like 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  king  was  humbled 
and  he  glorified  God  and  promoted  these 
servants  of  the  Most  High,  this  prayer  was 
answered,  “In  the  midst  of  the  years  make 
known.”  Daniel,  for  his  fidelity  in  pray- 
ing, in  spite  of  the  king’s  decree,  was  cast 
into  the  lions’  den.  There  he  prayed,  “Re- 
vive Thy  wrork  in  the  midst  of  the  years,” 
and  God  subdued  the  king’s  heart  and  he 
promoted  Daniel  to  the  second  place  in 
the  kingdom,  and  destroyed  the  wicked 
foes  who  had  conspired  to  destroy  him. 
The  disciples  abode  in  Jerusalem  ten  days 
after  our  Lord  ascended,  praying  that  the 
Spirit  might  be  sent  according  to  His 
promise,  “If  I depart  I will  send  Him 
unto  you.”  Martin  Luther  lay  on  the 
floor  all  night  praying,  “0  Lord,  where  are 
you?  This  is  Thy  cause!  Wilt  Thou  not 
come  ?”  The  next  day  he  appeared  before 
the  Diet  at  Worms  and  spoke  with  such 
power  that  all  Germany  was  moved.  The 
prayers  of  John  Knox  received  such  sig- 
nal answers  that  Queen  Mary  exclaimed, 
“I  fear  the  prayers  of  John  Knox  more 
than  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men.” 
Knox  prayed  three  times,  “0  God,  give 
me  Scotland  or  I die !”  We  have  referred 
to  the  supernatural  effect  of  President 
Edwards’  sermon  at  Enfield,  “Sinners  in 
the  hands  of  an  angry  God.”  In  the 
sequel  of  the  narrative  we  learn  that 
“while  the  people  of  the  neighboring 
towns  were  in  distress  about  their  souls, 
the  inhabitants  of  Enfield  were  very 
secure,  loose,  and  vain.  The  neighboring 
people  were  so  affected  at  the  thought- 
lessness of  the  inhabitants,  and  had  so 
much  fear  that  God  would,  in  his  right- 
eous judgment,  pass  them  by,”  that  they 
spent  the  whole  of  the  previous  night  in 
prayer  for  them,  supplicating  the  mercy 


of  heaven  on  their  behalf ; and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  at  least  500  were  awak- 
ened by  that  single  sermon,  and  not  less 
than  30,000  were  aroused  either  directly 
or  indirectly.  When  President  Finney, 
of  Oberlin  College,  was  awakened,  wave 
after  wave  of  the  Spirit  swept  over  his 
soul,  until  he  exclaimed,  “Stay  Thy  hand, 

O Lord,  for  I am  only  an  earthen  vessel 
and  can  endure  no  more !”  And  when 
he  stood  before  an  audience  to  preach,  one 
here,  another  there,  and  a third  yonder 
would  fall,  as  if  thrust  with  his  rapier. 
The  announcement  that  he  had  come  to  a 
village  would  produce  a similar  effect. 
When  asked  how  this  came,  he  replied, 
“A  man  of  God,  yonder  in  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
one  of  Christ’s  dear  ones,  shut  in,  prays 
for  me.  His  prayers  do  the  work.  ‘The 
effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  a righteous 
man  availeth  much.’  ” Dr.  Chalmers  was 
a prince  of  pulpit  orators  in  Edinburgh. 
In  a dream  it  was  revealed  to  him,  “You 
need  not  be  uplifted  by  your  success.  That 
poor  man  who  sits  on  the  pulpit  steps 
prays  while  you  preach,  ‘O  God,  use  this 
word  in  the  hearts  of  this  people!’  His 
prayers  secure  your  success.”  Sermons 
steeped  in  prayer,  the  people  praying  for 
God’s  blessing  upon  the  word — this  is  the 
present  need.  Daniel  learned  by  Jere- 
miah’s prophecy  that  the  captivity  was  for 
seventy  years.  He,  being  the  first  of  the 
captives,  knew  the  time  had  expired.  Then  ^ 
he  set  himself,  by  prayer  and  supplication, 
to  seek  God.  Nehemiah  heard  in  a for- 
eign land  how  Jerusalem  was  still  in 
ruins  after  seventy  years  from  the  return. 
He  wept  and  the  king  observed.  He  says, 
“I  prayed  unto  the  Lord  and  spake  unto 
the  king.”  Then,  while  rebuilding  the 
walls,  his  enemies  in  Samaria  interfered. 
And  he  says,  “I  prayed  unto  the  Lord  and 
set  a watch.”  Work  as  if  all  depended 
upon  you.  Pray  as  if  you  knew  that  all 
depends  upon  God. 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


_ 103 


IV.  It  prepares  the  people  of  God  for 
special  work.  White  heat  is  a necessity 
in  annealing  metals,  and  the  white  heat 
of  a religious  awakening  is  necessary  in 
welding  the  forces  of  righteousness.  The 
revival  of  Daniel  in  the  palace  and  Ezekiel 
among  the  captives  b}'  the  Eiver  Chebar 
prepared  the  Jews  to  return.  The  revival 
of  Haggai  and  Zechariah  prepared  them 
to  rebuild  the  temple,  and  that  of  Ezra 
and  Nehemiah  to  rebuild  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem.  The  revival  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist prepared  the  wa\’  for  the  Son  of  Man. 
The  revival  of  Pentecost  prepared  the 
early  Church  for  her  three  hundred  years’ 
conflict  with  Rome  pagan.  The  revival 
of  Luther  and  Calvin  and  Knox  prepared 
for  the  first  Reformation  from  popery. 
And  the  revival  of  Henderson,  Melville, 
Rutherford  and  Renwick  prepared  for  the 
second  Reformation  from  prelacy.  The 
Whitefield  and  Edwards  revivals  of  1740 
prepared  the  colonists  for  the  eight  years’ 
Revolution,  out  of  which  came  this  Re- 
public. The  revival  of  1857  prepared  for 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  by  which  the 
slaves  were  emancipated.  And  the  revival 
is  yet  to  be  by  which  the  strongholds  of 
secularism  will  be  brought  down  and  the 
enemy  intrenched  behind  them;  popery, 
race  hatred,  the  liquor  traffic,  speedy  and 
easy  divorce,  Sabbath  desecration,  Mormon 
polygamy  and  cormorant  trusts  will  be 
swept  into  the  deep  sea. 


There  is  a national  political  election 
approaching.  There  is  much  excitement. 
There  will  be  much  more  before  election 
day.  The  whole  country  will  be  stirred 
both  before  and  after  the  nominating  con- 
ventions. This  excitement  is  not  deemed 
objectionable.  But  when  Whitefield  awak- 
ened a religious  interest  he  was  accused  of 
doing  a dangerous  thing.  “I  have  heard,” 
he  said  in  reply,  “of  a traveler  who  saw 
at  the  side  of  the  way  a woman  weeping 
and  beating  her  breast.  He  ran  to  her 
and  asked,  ‘What  can  I do  for  you  ? What 
is  the  cause  of  your  anguish?’  ‘My  child 
is  in  the  well!  My  child  is  in  the  well!’ 
With  swiftest  dispatch  assistance  was 
given  and  the  child  rescued.  Further  on, 
this  same  traveler  met  another  woman 
wailing  also,  and  beating  her  breast.  He 
came  swiftly  to  her,  and  with  great  ear- 
nestness asked,  ‘What  is  the  trouble?’  ‘My 
pitcher  is  in  the  well!  My  pitcher  is  in 
the  well !’  This  political  excitement  is  all 
about  pitchers  in  the  well;  but  our  re- 
ligious excitement  is  about  children  in  the 
well.”  Let  us  not  be  of  those  who  strain 
at  a gnat,  while  they  swallow  a camel. 
On  Pentecost  the  disciples  were  filled  with 
the  Spirit.  The  observers  thought  they 
were  full  of  intoxicating  wine.  “Be  not 
intoxicated  (filled)  with  wine  wherein  is 
dissoluteness,  but  be  filled  (intoxicated) 
with  the  Spirit.”  That  revives. 


“Look  up,  for  God  looks  down.”  Thus  can  we  see  Him  face  to  face.  There  is 
inspiration  and  power  in  looking  up  to  God.  It  acknowledges  His  superiority  over 
us,  and  our  dependence  upon  Him,  while  it  assures  us  that  all  His  power  is  pledged 
to  our  help.  “I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from  whence  cometh  my  help.” 
— Christian  Observer. 

Nothing  is  eternal  but  that  which  is  done  for  God  and  for  others.  That  which  is 
done  for  self  dies.  Perhaps  it  is  not  wrong,  but  it  perishes.  You  sav  it  is  pleasure — 
well,  enjoy  it.  But  joyous  recollection  is  no  longer  joy.  That  which  ends  in  self  is 
mortal.  That  alone  which  goes  out  of  self  into  God  lasts  forever. — Frederick  IT. 
Robertson. 
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NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 

ABROAD. 


Latakia,  Syria.— A letter  from  Miss 
Mattie  E.  Wylie  ‘to  the  Board,  dated 
March  17,  1908,  but  not  received  in  time 
for  its  last  meeting,  contains  an  item  or 
two  of  special  interest: 

This  has  been  an  anxious  month  to  us. 
Mrs.  Edgar  has  been  very  ill.  Three  days 
after  the  birth  of  their  little  son,  not- 
withstanding the  most  vigilant  care,  she 
took  fever  and  for  two  weeks  was  in  a 
very  serious  condition.  She  is  now,  the 
doctor  thinks,  slowly  recovering,  although 
very  weak.  The  people  have  been  very 
kind,  for  the  Syrians  are  very  tender- 
hearted and  sympathetic.  Eepresentatives 
of  all  sects  would  ask  after  her,  saying, 
“Poor  thing ! She  is  a stranger.”  Many 
have  been  the  prayers  offered  for  her,  and 
the  people  have  met  together  of  their  own 
accord  to  pray  for  her  recover}^.  Both 
her  husband  and  herself  have  made  a 
good  impression  on  the  people,  and  the 
hope  is  that  they  may  long  be  spared  to 
work  in  this  land. 

Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  McFarland  and  Miss 
Patton  have  gone  to  Suadia  to  attend  com- 
munion, and  also  a wedding  of  two  of  the 
teachers.  They  will  also  bid  good-bye  to 
Eev.  J.  B.  Dodds,  who  has  done  a good 
work  in  that  center  during  these  two 
years,  a work  that  will  no  doubt  tell  for 
many  years.  The  Mission  and  the  Church 
are  under  great  obligations  to  him. 

In  a personal  letter  from  Mr.  Edgar, 
he  writes : 

We  are- praising  the  Lord  for  His 

goodness.  I cannot  but  speak  of  the  faith- 
fulness of  Dr.  Balph,.  who  was  here  early 
and  late,  and  spared  nothing  for  the  sake 
of  those  who  needed  his  help.  It  seemed 


wise  to  take  the  baby  away  for  a time  and 
so  Mr.  Stewart  came  for  him,  and  they 
have  had  him  ever  since.  Mrs.  McFarland 
came  up  at  the  first  and  has  remained 
with  us.  You  see  we  have  had  attention 
as  good  as  we  could  have  had  if  at  home. 

We  are  comfortably  fixed  in  our 

new  home  and  have  things  far  better  than 
we  expected  before  leaving  America.  Do 
not  think,  howrever,  that  we  are  in  a Hew 
York  flat.  You  would  have  been  sure  of 
this  if  you  had  entered  one  evening  with 
me  and  found  Mrs.  Edgar  sitting  with 
eight  pans  around  her  catching  the  water 
as  it  fell  from  the  ceiling.  That  is  what 
comes  from  these  flat  roofs.  Nevertheless 
we  are  happy,  and  expect  to  be. 

A letter  from  Eev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart, 
dated  March  24,  1908,  makes  special  ref- 
erence to  affairs  in  Suadia: 

Last  Sabbath  Mr.  McFarland  and  I 
attended  a communion  at  Suadia.  Miss 
Patton  was  also  present,  having  gone  via 
Alexandretta  and  Antioch.  There  was 
much  to  encourage  us  in  the  attendance 
and  in  the  spirit  of  the  worshippers.  They 
handed  us  the  enclosed  petition  to  be 
translated  and  forwarded  to  the  Board. 
It  would  be  of  no  use  to  translate  it  lit- 
erally, but  the  substance  of  it  is  that  the 
Protestants  of  Suadia  sent  a petition  to 
the  Board  before  this  one,  asking  that 
Eev.  J.  B.  Dodds  be  regularly  appointed 
to  Suadia  to  remain  permanently;  but 
they  received  no  answer,  and  were  grieved 
to  learn  that  he  was  soon  to  leave  them. 
They  still  hope  that  he  may  be  restored 
.to  them  after  a season;  but  if  that  should 
be  impossible,  that  some  equally  good  mart 
be  sent  to  them  to  preach  to  them  and 
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manage  the  affairs  of  the  Protestant  sect 
so  lately  planted  in  Suadia.  They  are 
afraid  of  persecution  by  the  Greeks,  their 
former  co-religionists,  in  case  they  should 
be  left  without  a missionary. 

The  first  draft  of  this  paper  was  signed 
by  the  native  members,  as  Mr.  McFarland 
and  I can  testify.  The  names  on  this 
-copy  are  all  written  by  the  writer  of  the 
'document.  They  cast  themselves  upon 
the  mercy  of  the  Board. 

They  asked  us  to  send  them  Licentiate 
Juraidiny  until  a missionary  could  be 
sent;  but  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  he 
would  be  willing  to  go  there  at  his  ad- 
vanced age.  There  are  now  some  thirty- 
six  native  communicants  there,  and  several 
adherents.  There  were  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  at  the  church  on  the 
communion  Sabbath. 

Cyprus — Our  readers  will  be  glad  to 
have  an  interesting  letter  from  Kev.  W. 
McCarroll,  written  March  26,  1908 : 

On  Sabbath,  March  15,  we  had  a pleas- 
ant communion  season  in  Nicosia.  Pre> 
paratory  services  were  held  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  evening,  which  were  well  attend- 
ed by  the  members.  Two  members,  sus- 
pended a year  ago,  'were  still  under  dis- 
cipline, but  we  were  thankful  to  see  some 
eigns  of  softening  in  one,  who  attended 
the  preparatory  services.  To  our  sorrow, 
we  were  compelled  to  keep  back  another, 
our  youngest  member,  of  whom  we  had 
had  much  hope.  Still  another  volun- 
tarily remained  away  from  the  Lord’s 
table,  apparently  because  he  had  dealt  un- 
necessarily severe  with  one  of  the  sus- 
pended members,  taking  him  to  the  court 
in  order  to  settle  an  old  debt  owing;  so 
it  was  that  only . eight  native  members 
communed;  but  nevertheless  we  were  not 
without  the  presence  and  blessing  of  the 
Great  Giver  of  the  feast. 

Last  Sabbath,  March  22,  the  Sacrament 


of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  observed  here  in 
Lamaca.  Preparatory  services  were  held 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  with  a more,  than 
usual  encouraging  attendance.  Several 
candidates  for  membership  presented 
themselves,  the  most  of  them  Armenian 
Protestants  from  Turkey.  One  family 
that  expected  eventually  to  go  to  Amer- 
ica, wished  to  join,  but  when  they  found 
out  that  membership  in  our  Church  would 
debar  the  husband  from  becoming  an 
American  citizen,  they  sorrowfully  with- 
drew, as  this  sacrifice  the  man  was  not 
prepared  to  make;  they  seemed,  however, 
sincerely  desirous  of  participating  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Five  other  Armenians 
accepted  our  terms  of  communion  and 
were  received  into  full  membership,  one 
of  these  the  son  of  one  of  our  members. 

On  Sabbath  the  weather  was  propitious, 
and  all  the  members  were  present.  Let  me 
present  once  again  the  difficulties  which 
we  have  to  overcome  in  conducting  a com- 
munion. While  we  are  located  in  the 
midst  of  a Greek  community,  and  I have 
tried  to  learn  the  Greek  language,  yet  the 
larger  number  of  our  little  company  is 
Armenian  by  race,  and  these  again  are 
divided  into  two  by  language.  My  in- 
terpreter for  the  Armenian  section  does 
not  know  Greek,  while  my  own  family 
understand  a sermon  only  in  English. 
The  problem  to  be  solved  is  how  to  preach 
so  that  all  can  understand  and  at  the  same 
time  get  through  thp  . service  within  a 
reasonable  length  of  time,  and  not  tire 
the  children  too  much.  The  solution  that 
has  been  most  satisfactory  is  as  follows: 
We  all  meet  together,  where  we  sing  the 
JPsalms  with  a "loud  noise”  in  three  lan- 
guages, and  then  we  have  prayers  in  Turk- 
ish or  Armenian  and  Greek.  The  pas- 
sage of  Scripture  is  read  in  Greek,  which 
all  follow  as  well  as  they  can  in  their  re- 
spective languages.  Again  we  sing,  and 
then  those  Greeks  who  understand  neither 
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English  nor  Turkish,  go  into  another  room 
where  Mr.  Demetriades  discourses  to  them 
from  the  outline  of  my  sermon,  which  I 
have  carefully  explained  to  him  the  day 
before.  At  the  same  time  in  the  main 
room  I preach  in  English  and  Mr.  Nish  an 
Ghazikian  interprets  into  Turkish,  which 
language  some  of  the  Armenians  under- 
stand perfectly,  and  others  very  imper- 
fectly. So  by  abridging  the  sermon  we 
manage  to  get  through  the  whole  com- 
munion service  in  about  two  hours. 
Twenty  took  their  seats  at  the  Lord’s 
Table,  and  on  the  whole  it  was  one  of  the 
most  impressive  communion  seasons  that 
we  have  had  in  Cyprus.  We  were  Greeks, 
Armenians  and  Americans,  separated  by 
the  barrier  of  language,  but  united  by 
the  bond  of  love  in  devotion  to  our 
Saviour-King,  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus. 

On  ordinary  Sabbaths  I preach  in  the 
morning  to  the  Greeks  in  one  room,  while 
Mr.  Ghazikian  preaches  from  the  outline 
of  my  sermon  to  the  Armenians  in  another 
room ; and  in  the  afternoon  we  have  Sab- 
bath school,  when  I teach  a class  in  Greek. 

About  six  months  ago  a young  Greek 
came  to  Cyprus  from  Cesarea  in  Turkey, 
and  came  to  our  school  to  learn  English. 
He  had  had  no  interest  in  religion  for- 
merly, but  in  the  school  became  interested 
in  the  truth,  and  then  began  to  attend  our 
church  services.  A short  time  ago  he 
publicly  confessed  his  faith  in  Christ,  and 
by  his  deportment  manifests  genuine  faith 
in  the  Saviour  and  in  His  Word.  At  our 
communion  season  he  expressed  a desire 
to  become  united  with  the  Church.  This 
is  the  most  encouraging  conversion  that 
we  have  met  with  since  coming  to  Cyprus, 
as  he  is  a young  man  of  independent 
means,  and  is  therefore  not  coming  to  us 
for  the  “loaves  and  fishes.”  We  hope  that 
he  will  prove  of  use  to  the  work  in  the 
future. 

We  are  making  some  changes  in  our 


staff  of  native  workers.  Two  have  been 
employed  because  we  could  not  well  do 
anything  else,  but  we  have  been  racking 
our  brains  in  order  to  find  some  other 
work  for  them,  and  we  think  that  we  are 
in  a way  to  succeed.  Mr.  Demetriades  will 
remove  to  Nicosia  and  be  located  there  per- 
manently; this,  we  think,  will  very  much 
strengthen  the  work  there.  These  changes, 
if  carried  out,  will  by  the  end  of  sum- 
mer reduce  our  paid  native  workers'  to 
two,  and  then  the  field  will  be  clear  to 
develop  the  work  along  lines  that  will  give 
us  greater  access  to  the  people — i.  e., 
through  a boarding  school,  if  this  be  the 
Divine  will  and  plan.  This  reduction  of 
the  Mission  staff  does  not  weaken,  but 
rather  strengthens  our  cause  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  creating  a work  or  business  which 
will  furnish  employment  and  thus  prevent 
the  otherwise  necessary  departure  of  these 
members  from  the  island.  We  may  pro- 
pose, but  at  the  same  time  we  recognize 
that  God  disposes,  and  that  our  will  in 
these  matters  may  not  be  His. 

China. — Mr.  Alex.  Adams  has  handed 
us  a letter  dated  Feb.  22,  1908,  from  Eev. 
and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Eobb  to  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  of  Second  New  York, 
with  permission  to  make  some  extracts : 

The  two  schools  are  now  in  a posi- 
tion to  do  great  things  for  the  Kingdom, 
and  the  fact  that  they  are  well  filled  is 
sufficient  justification  for  their  existence. 
They  are  under  competent  management 
and  the  teachers  are  aided  in  their  efforts 
by  some  of  the  Christian  Chinese  who  are 
far  enough  along  to  give  the  necessary 
help.  The  schools  are  entirely  separate, 
for  co-education  is  something  that  does 
not  find  favor  in  China.  It  is  thought  not 
to  be  necessary  that  a woman  should  have 
any  education  at  all.  However,  this  is  an 
idea  which  is  finding  less  favor  as  the 
Chinese  come  more  and  more  into  con- 


News  of  the  Churches. 


107 


tact  with  the  people  of  Christian  countries. 
It  is  certainly  a tribute  to  the  transform- 
ing power  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  see 
the  changed  attitude  of  the  Christians 
toward  women. 

A new  feature  has  been  added  to 

the  boys*  school,  viz.,  a boarding  depart- 
ment, and  this  gives  opportunity  to  some, 
who  were  too  far  away  to  attend  before, 
to  come  and  remain  while  the  school  is  in 
session.  Those  of  them  who  can  pay 
something  toward  their  own  support,  but 
most  of  them  have  to  be  helped  some.  To 
be  sure,  their  support  is  only  a nominal 
srftn,  for  a few  cents  a day  will  purchase 
rice  enough  for  one  boy,  and  that  is  the 
chief  item  of  expense  in  their  schooling. 
The  girls*  school  is  of  course  on  the  board- 
ing school  plan  entirely,  and  is  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Kate  McBurney. 

The  permanent  value  of  this  kind  of 
work  can  hardly  be  overestimated,  when 
we  remember  that  it  is  from  this  same 
boys*  school  that  we  are  to  expect  the 
future  preachers  of  glad  tidings  to  this 
part  of  China.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the 
boys  have  already  united  with  the  Church, 
and  their  education  in  Christian  princi- 
ples will  certainty  be  a permanent  and  an 
ever-increasing  factor  in  the  regeneration 

of  this  great  empire. One  girl  in  the 

school  was  married  a few  weeks  ago,  but 
has  returned  to  prosecute  her  studies  in 
the  school.  One  of  the  boys  in  the  other 
school  was  married  a few  weeks  later,  and 
he  also  has  returned.  These  are  the  first 
Christian  weddings  that  have  taken  place 
here,  and  so  are  of  no  little  interest,  not 
only  to  the  missionaries,  but  perhaps  even 
more  so  to  the  Chinese  themselves. 

- - - The  first  wedding  wras  a church 
affair. It  was  a matter  of  congratula- 

tion on  the  part  of  those  who  had  things 
in  charge  that  everything  went  off  without 
a “hitch,**  except  of  course  the  one  that 
was  intended.  This  couple  even  joined 


hands,  which  vTas  very  out  of  the  ordinary, 
but  they  wanted  it  done  in  the  approved 
style.  The  husband  also  promised  to 
“honor**  the  wife,  and  that  is  something 
the  ordinary  Chinese  do  not  take  the 
trouble  to  do.  After  the  ceremony  the 
bride  was  taken  in  the  “bride’s  chair**  to 
the  home  of  her  husband.  Upon  entering 
the  house  for  the  first  time  it  is  customary 
for  the  wife  to  worship  her  husband’s  an- 
cestors. In  this  case,  however,  the  fact 
that  they  were  Christians  ruled  out  such 
a practice,  and  so  they  themselves,  or  more 
property  the  husband  himself,  arranged 
that  upon  entering  the  home  a sort  of 
dedicatory  prayer  should  be  offered  to  the 
true  God,  craving  His  blessing  upon  the 
newdy  established  home  and  consecrating 
it  to  His  service.  It  was  a proceeding  that 
carried  with  it  the  conviction  that  their  re- 
ligion was  a reality  to  them,  and  that  that 
religion  which  was  theirs  individually  was 
also  to  be  the  religion  of  their  home.  This 
is  only  one  of  the  many  instances  wrhich 
show  that  the  Chinese  are  very  conscien- 
tious about  making  a practical  application 
of  their  Christianity  to  all  relations  of  life. 

The  other  wedding  was  at  the  home  of 

the  groom. Just  before  the  ceremony, 

which  was  performed  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, 
the  father  of  the  bridegroom  made  a state- 
ment to  the  throng  that  was  gathered 
about  the  door,  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
to  be  no  worshipping  of  ancestors  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  for  that  was  not  right, 
and  the  religion  which  they  now  professed 
did  not  permit  of  it.  This  man  lives  at  the 
very  opposite  side  of  Tak  Hing,  from 
where  the  Mission  is  located,  and  in  a part 
of  the  city  where  he  must  meet  with  some 
opposition,  and  it  took  no  little  courage  to 
do  as  he  did.  It  is  true  that  this  man  is 
not  always  an  exemplary  Christian,  but 
his  conduct  on  this,  eventful  day  was  cer- 
tainty commendable.  The  contracting 
parties  were  very  young,  not  over  sixteen, 
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but  the  Chinese  marry  very  early  in  life. 

This  marriage  was  hastened  because 

of  the  extreme  age  of  the  groom’s  grand- 
mother, for,  if  she  dropped  off,  then,  ac- 
cording to  Chinese  custom,  they  could  not 
be  married  for  the  space  of  three  years. 

Direct  evangelistic  work  in  the  form  of 
preaching,  is  carried  on  every  Lord’s  Day, 
and  the  audiences  are  good.  The  boys  who 
are  being  trained  in  the  school  under  the 
supervision  of  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  are  making 
progress  and  give  promise  of  being  some 
day  workmen  who  need  not  to  be  ashamed. 
Some  of  them,  and  many  of  the  other 
Chinese,  have  a grasp  of  the  truth  of  the 
gospel  that  is  well-nigh  marvelous,  in  view 
of  the  limited  opportunities  that  they  have 
had.  The  transformation  that  has  been 
wrought  upon  this  people  who  have  em- 
braced the  Saviour  of  men  is  an  unanswer- 
able proof,  to  my  mind,  that  the  gospel 
is  indeed  what  it  claims  to  be,  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth,  to  the  Jew  first  and  also  to  the 
Gentile. 

- - - There  is  an  opportunity  before 
the  Covenanter  Church  in  China,  and  in 
this  very  part  of  it,  that  has  never  been 
surpassed,  if  indeed  paralleled  at  all.  - - - 

A personal  letter  from  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair 
to  Mrs.  Alex.  Adams,  dated  March  6,  1908, 
has  fallen  into  our  hands,  and,  though  not 
written  for  publication,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  giving  an  item  or  two  to  our  readers : 

Mr.  Kempf  has  opened  a boarding 

school  for  boys,  and  already  has  all  he  can 
accommodate,  and  could  get  more.  The 
day  pupils  have  also  increased  until  there 
is  no  more  room  in  the  school  with  its 
present  fixtures.  There  are  about  twenty 
boys  in  attendance.  The  boarding  pupils 
live  in  a native  house,  which  is  rented, 
and  there  is  a Christian  man  in  charge 
who  sees  after  the  cooking,  etc.  The  boys 
have  been  coming  to  the  weekly  prayer 


meeting,  and  it  looks  good  to  see  their 
bright  faces. 

Mr.  Robb’s  seminary  class  is  also  at 
work  again.  None  of  them  are  teaching 
this  term,  as  it  interfered  too  much  with 
their  class  work. 

There  seems  to  be  increased  attendance 
at  the  chapel  service  and  increased  inter- 
est. With  the  schools  back,  there  are  not 
many  empty  seats. 

When  the  woman’s  home  is  finished,  it 
will  be  of  great  help  in  reaching  the 
women,  and  there  is  a wide  opening  for 
this  form  of  service.  All  the  poorer 
women  work  hard  all  day,  and  have  riot 
time  to  read  or  hear  the  doctrine.  With 
this  home  they  can  come  after  their  work 
is  over  and  stay  all  night  and  hear  the 
doctrine.  Then  there  are  many  out  in  the 
country  villages  who  will  be  greatly 
helped.  The  home  will  also  aid  in 
training  native  Christian  women  for  work 
among  their  own  people. 

The  two  boys  who  are  Dr.  Wright’s 

assistants  in  the  hospital  were  both  bap- 
tized and  received  into  the  Church  last 
fall.  Both  have  been  persecuted,  but  their 
friends  are  becoming  more  favorable. 
There  are  a number  of  men  in  the  hos- 
pital who  are  not  able  to  go  to  the  ser- 
vices at  the  chapel^  and  these  boys*  go  each 
evening  and  hold  a meeting  in  the  ward. 
They  sing  Psalms,  pray,  read  the  Scrip- 
tures and  then  talk  the  doctrine. Ah 

Loi  is  the  nurse  and  Ah  Cheung  is  the 
coolie.  Ah  Cheung  is  not  bothered  with 
the  higher  critics.  He  says  that  he  knows 
the  Bible  is  true  because  it  says  that  those 
who  believe  in  Jesus  shall  suffer  persecu- 
tion, and  he  knows  from  personal  experi- 
ence that  it  is  so.  Ah  Cheung  also  be- 
lieves in  election,  and  that  God  in  His 
Providence  rules  in  the  affairs  of  men.  He 
has  a younger  brother  who  is  not  a Chris- 
tian, and  he  seemed  to  be  especially  in- 
terested in  him,  as  he  was  not  doing  very 
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well,  but  was  gambling*  etc.  He  came 
here  to  visit,  and  to  see  another  brother 
who  is  on  one  of  the  boats  that  pass  Tak 
Hing,  and  who  was  to  get  him  work  on 
the  boat.  While  here  he  was  employed 
to  carry  sand  for  the  woman’s  home.  It 
happened  that  at  that  time  a coolie  was 
needed  for  the  compound  in  which  we 


live,  and  Dr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Robb  en- 
gaged this  boy.  He  is  contented  with  the 
position,  and  does  not  wish  to  go  on  the 
boat  now.  Ah  Cheung  takes  this  as  show- 
ing that  God  has  elected  his  brother  and 
will  bring  him  to  accept  of  Christ,-  and 
who  will  say  that  Ah  Cheung  is  wrong? 


AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa — These  items  are  from  Central  Board  of  Missions : 

Financial  Statement. 


Indian  Mission  

On  hand 
March  1. 
$649.40 

Receipts. 

$119.59 

Expenditures. 

$333.33 

On  hand 
April  1. 
$433.66 

Southern  Mission  

1685.49 

73.98 

678.33 

1081.13 

Sustentation 

908.95 

7.40 

916.35 

Domestic  Mission  

1695.96* 

289.96 

290.00 

1696.00 

Appropriations  were  made  to  the  different  Presbyteries  as  follows : 

Colorado,  $450 ; Illinois,  $310 ; Iowa,  $118.75 ; Kansas,  $806 ; Xew  Brunswick  and 
Kova  Scotia,  $175;  Xew  York,  $370;  Ohio,  $380.50 ; Pittsburg,  $452 ; Rochester, 
$300;  total,  $3102.25.  This  makes  a total  overdraft  in  the  Domestic  Mission  fund 
at  this  date  (April  15)  of  $4798.25. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 


Almonte,  Canada.— The  Ladies’  Mis-  we  are  thankful.  Our  money  has  been 


sionary  Society  of  Almonte  Congregation  raised  by  fees  and  donations. 

.report  for  1907  a membership  of  eleven,  treasurer's  report. 

and  have  held  twelve  regular  meetings  Receipts. 

during  the  year,  with  an  average  attend-  Balance  in  treasury $16.73 

ance.of  seven.  These  meetings  have  been  Dues 11.90 

.harmonious  and  we  hope  profitable  to  all  Initiation 25 

the  members.  We  acknowledge  the  kind-  Honorary  member  1.25 

ness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  not  per-  Donations  6.50 

mi.tting  death  to  claim  any  of  our  mem-  

bers  during  the  year.  We  have  had  the  $36.63 

pleasure  of  adding  one  new  member  to  Expenditures. 

our  roll.  Our  meetings  have  been  held  in  Tarsus  building  $5.00 

the  homes -of  our  members.  Support  of  scholar 25.00 

The  Society  is  supporting  a scholar  in  Two  copies  of  Olive  Trees 1.50  y 

Miss  Mattie  E.  Wylie’s  school  at  twenty-  Postage  22 

-five  dollars  a year.  We  have  been  encour-  

aged  by  letters  from  Miss  Wylie,  for  which  $31.72 


* Overdraft. 
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Balance  $4.91 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Waddell, 

Secy  and  Treas. 

Iowa. — The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society 
of  Morning  Sun  Congregation  wish  to  add 
a tribute  of  respect  to  their  departed  sister, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Black,  who  was  called  away 
by  death  Jan.  26,  1908. 

She  was  a woman  of  strong  faith,  de- 
termined for  the  right,  was  loyal  to  her 
Master  and  willing  to  undertake  whatever 
He  called  her  to  do.  It  may  be  truly  said 
of  her,  she  has  done  what  she  could. 

While  we  sorrow  for  her,  we  also  re- 
joice, feeling  assured  that  she  is  enjoying 
one  of  the  many  mansions  which  Christ 
Jesus  has  gone  to  prepare  for  His  people. 

May  we  be  admonished  by  this  Provi- 
dence and  be  ready  when  the  summons 
comes  to  us. 

Committee. 

Utica. — The  year  1907  has  brought  to 
a close  another  year  of  our  Society’s  work, 
which  we  feel  in  many  respects  has  been 
very  successful.  Yet  we  are  sad  to-day  in 
the  thought  that  four  of  our  most  faith- 
ful and  active  members  have  been  re- 
moved from  us  by  death. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had 
twelve  regular  meetings. 

We  are  still  supporting  'two  pupils  in 
China,  and  the  ties  will  bind  us  stronger 
to  that  Mission  as  our  pastor  and  his  wife 
have  gone  to  work  in  that  field. 

The  year  1907  has  been  very  successful, 
and  may  the  year  1908  be  more  so,  and 
may  we  say  from  a true  heart,  “Whatso- 
ever thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
thy  might,”  and  “Lo,  I am  with  you  al- 
ways.” 

Receipts. 


Yearly  dues  $28 . 00 

Chinese  scholarship  50.00 

Monthly  collection 16.25 


Interest  on  Lide  Dunlap  bequest.  . 1.50 

Two  bundles  clothing  to  S.  M 40.00 

Freight  2.00 


Total  for  1907  $137.75 

Disbursements. 

Chinese  S.  S $50.00 

Syrian  Mission 38.85 

Clothing  to  S.  M 40.00 

Expenses  7.40 


Total  $136.25 

Balance  in  treasury $ 1.50 

Miss  Emma  A.  Watson,  Sec , 
Miss  Amanda  Hervey,  Treas. 

The  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of 
Utica  Congregation  desires  to  offer  a 
tribute  of  love  and  esteem  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Adams  Broard,  who  en- 
tered into  rest  Jan.  7,  1907,  Sabbath 
morning,  of  this  new  year.  She  was 
patient  in  all  her  sufferings  and  mani- 
fested her  faith  and  trust  in  her  Saviour, 
Whom  she  loved.  She  was  a faithful 
worker  in  the  missionary  society,  and  we 
may  profitably  follow  her  example  of  dili- 
gence and  punctuality  in  attendance  on 
the  public  ordinance  of  God’s  house,  and 
of  the  prayer  meeting.  We  desire  to  ex- 
tend our  sympathy  to  the  aged  Husband 
and  the  family,  and  commend  them  to  the 
consolations  and  love  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Her  death  was 
entering  into  the  rest  prepared  for  the 
people  of  God. 

Committee. 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. — At  the  meeting  of 
the  Junior  Missionary  Society  of  the  Wil- 
kinsburg  Beformed  Presbyterian  Congre- 
gation, held  Feb.  7,  1908,  it  was  decided 
to  make  this  organization  a memorial  of 
Miss  Yella  Wylie,  whose  death  bv  drown- 
ing in  the  Beaver  Biver  occurred  one 
week  previous.  She  was  present  at  the 
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organization  of  the  society,  and  had  been 
an  active  member  from  early  childhood. 
It  is  now  to  be  known  as  the  Vella  Wylie 
Missionary  Society. 

The  following  resolutions  were  also 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Our  hearts  are  filled  with  sor- 
row because  of  the  sudden  death  of  Vella 
Wylie,  our  beloved  friend  and  an  esteemed 
member  of  this  society, 

Resolved — 1.  That  we  express  our  deep 
sympathy  with  Dr.  Wylie,  our  dear  pastor, 
and  Mrs.  Wylie,  our  superintendent,  and 
their  daughters,  in  this  great  sorrow. 

Resolved — 2.  That  as  God  has  promised 
to  comfort  His  people,  we  will  earnestly 
pray  that  they  may  realize  that  He  is  their 
refuge  and  strength,  a very  present  help 
in  trouble. 

Resolved — 3.  That  while  we  do  not  un- 
derstand why  one  who  gave  such  promise 
of  a useful,  cheerful,  Christian  life,  should 
be  so  suddenly  taken  away,  yet  in  loving 
sympathy  we  bow  with  them  to  the  will  of 
God,  knowing  that  He  doeth  all  things 
well. 

Resolved — 4.  That  in  view  of  the  sud- 
denness of  the  death  of  our  beloved  friend 
and  co-laborer,  we  urge  upon  those  who 
have  not  already  done  so,  to  receive  Jesus 
Christ  at  once  as  their  personal  Saviour, 
remembering  that  in  like  manner  the  call 
may  come  to  them,  for  in  such  an  hour  as 
we  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

Resolved — 5.  That  this  action  be  placed 
on  record  in  the  minutes  of  our  society, 
and  that  a copy  be  sent  to  Dr.  Wylie’s 


family,  and  a copy  to  each  of  the  Church 
papers  for  publication. 

Arnot  Thursby, 

President. 

Elizabeth  Ward, 

Secretary. 

Winchester,  Kansas*— The  L.  M.  Soci- 
ety, of  Winchester,  Kans.,  desires  again  to 
record  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  our  aged  friend  and  member  of  the 
Society,  Mrs.  Ann  McIntyre,  who  was 
born  June  11, 1819,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1908, 
aged  eighty-eight  years  seven  months.  She 
was  a very  consistent  Christian  woman, 
and  an  intelligent  reader  of  the  Bible. 
Though  she  was  deprived  of  sight  for  a 
year  or  more  before  her  death,  she  had 
many  truths  and  promises  of  God’s  Word 
stored  in  her  mind.  She  passed  the  last 
few  years  of  her  life  on  a bed  of  sore  af- 
fliction, but  endured  with  great  patience 
and  died  in  peace. 

Her  husband  departed  this  life  some 
years  ago. 

She  leaves  one  only  and  loving  daugh- 
ter, who  faithfully  attended  her  during  all 
her  illness. 

May  her  long  endurance  of  affliction 
admonish  us  to  be  patient  in  tribulation. 
May  we  heed  those  frequent  calls  from 
God,  and  consecrate  our  lives  more  to  His 
service. 

Mrs.  Beckie  Smith, 

Mrs.  Mary  Wilson, 

Committee. 


The  gospel  alone  has  brought  immortality  to  light.  Everything  else  makes  this 
world  substance,  and  the  other  world  shadow.  The  Bible  alone  makes  this  world  shadow, 
and  the  other  world  substance.  While  it  makes  this  world  merely  the  vestibule  of  our 
being,  it  alone  renders  it  truly  valuable  by  making  every  moment  and  every  purpose 
take  strong  hold  of  eternity. — Dr.  Wayland. 


He  is  the  greatest  whose  strength  carries  up  most  hearts  by  the  attraction  of  his 
own. — Beecher. 
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PRAYER  AND  MISSIONS.* 

There  is  one  scene  in  the  story  of  Chris- 
tian missions  which  must  of  itself  suffice 
to  teach  us  the  lessons  which  we  need  to 
learn,  with  reference  to  prayer  and  mis- 
sions. It  is  the  scene  in  Chitambo’s  vil- 
lage in  Ilala,  Central  Africa,  May  4,  1873, 
when  David  Livingstone’s  body  was  found 
by  his  bedside  in  an  attitude  of  prayer. 
That  body  kneeling  there  in  prayer  is  all 
the  illustration  we  ought  to  need  of  the 
place  which  prayer  was  meant  to  fill  in  the 
enterprise  of  missions.  “How  thankful  I 
am,”  wrote  Major  Milan,  years  ago,  “How 
thankful  I am  that  David  Livingstone 
died  in  an  attitude  of  prayer.  Was  it  not 
from  thence  that  he  drew  the  power  which 
was  the  secret  of  his  self-denial,  his  cour- 
age and  his  endurance.”  And  that  kneel- 
ing body,  there  by  the  bedside  in  that  hut, 
while  the  rain  dripped  from  the- eaves  and 
his  few  faithful  negro  servants  wept 
around  the  master  whose  face  they  should 
not  see  again,  is  not  only  an  illustration  of 
the  place  which  prayer  should  fill  in  this 
enterprise,  it  is  an  appeal  to  us  to  allow 
prayer  to  occupy  in  our  lives  the  same 
place  that  it  occupied  in  his;  while  we 
may  be  sure  that  the  words  that  are  writ- 
ten on  the  great  slab  over  which  many  of 
us  have  stood  in  the  nave  of  Westminster 
Abbey,  among  the  last  words  of  David 
Livingstone,  must  have  embodied  the 
thought  and  desire  in  his  heart  as  he  lay  in 
that  distant  land,  “May  heaven’s  richest 
blessing  rest  on  any  man,  American,  Eng- 

*This  address  in  full with  all  the  ad- 
dresses delivered  at  the  First  International 
Convention  of  the  Young  People/s  Mis- 
sionary Movement , ivill  be  published  in  a 
volume , and  can  be  obtained  for  $1.25  at 
156  Fifth  Avenue , New  York. 


lishman  or  Turk,  who  shall  put  forth  one 
effort  to  heal  the  world’s  open  sore.” 

If  we  could  take  in  all  the  significance 
'of  that  kneeling  figure  there,  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  say  another  word  regard- 
ing the  supremacy  of  the  place  which 
prayer  must  occupy  if  the  missionary  pur- 
poses of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  are  ever 
to  be  fulfilled,  for  while  there  are  many 
other  needs  of  which  we  have  heard  in 
this  convention  and  of  which  we  are  still 
to  hear — needs  which  one  does  not  have 
any  right  to  depreciate  by  comparison — 
all  our  hearts  realize  that  behind  all  these 
needs  and  underlying  them  is  the  great 
and  primary  need  of  faith  and  practice 
of  prayer. 

When  we  have  regard  to  the  obstacles 
needing  to  be  overcome,  and  the  perplex- 
ity and  intricacy  of  the  problems  needing 
to  be  solved,  and  the  demands  for  wisdom 
and  tact,  as  we  set  about  an  enterprise 
that  required  the  Son  of  God  Himself  for 
its  launching ; when  we  measure  the  power 
of  this  spiritual  force  against  whom,  and 
not  against  flesh  and  blood,  we  wrestle  in 
this  conflict,  we  understand  that  there  is 
no  power  in  us  adequate  for  these  great 
responsibilities,  and  save  that  God  fight 
with  us,  we  had  best  not  go  up  to  the  en- 
counter. But  I think  one  of  the  hopeful 
things  to  the  missionary  enterprise  in  our 
own  time  is  the  larger  realization  of  this 
truth  and  the  ever  deepening  emphasis 
that  is  laid  on  the  realization  of  prayer  to 
the  enterprise  of  missions. 

We  do  not  need,  happily,  in  this  coun- 
try to-day,  to  dwell  in  any  general  medi- 
tation on  the  place  of  prayer  in  the 
Christian  life.  We  have  need  here  only 
• to  consider  for  a little  while  together  the 
place  which  prayer  always  has  held  in  effi- 
cient missionary  service;  the  place  which 


Monographs. 


113 


prayer  must  more  largely  fill  if  the  great 
command  of  Christ  is  at  last  to  be  obeyed. 
The  minute  we  turn  to  thoughts  like 
these,  our  minds  are  drawn  resistlessly — 
we  would  not  resist  or  try  to  if  we  could 
— back  across  the  years  to  the  place  of 
prayer  in  the  life  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Himself.  We  find  Him  praying  for  the 
world  and  bidding  His  disciples  to  pray 
for  the  world.  What  filled  first  place  in 
His  own  life  of  prayer,  He  placed  first  in 
the  prayer  He  taught  His  disciples,  in- 
tending them  to  learn  thereby  that  the 
whole  world  was  to  be  first  in  their  prayer. 
Well  He  knew  there  were  other  means  by 
which  the  laborers  were  to  be  gathered  to 
be  sent  out  into  His  harvest  field,  but  He 
laid  emphasis  on  this,  “Pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  that  He  shall  send 
forth  laborers.” 

The  lessons  which  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ’s  own  career  and  teaching  press 
upon  us  are  confirmed  the  moment  we 
turn  to  the  experience  of  the  Apostolic 
Church.  It  was  born  in  a prayer  room. 
It  introduced  every  fresh  disciple  first  of 
all  to  the  life  of  prayer.  It  was  prayer 
that  constituted  the  chief  activity  of  all 
those  early  Christian  characters,  and  as 
we  study  through  the  book  of  Acts,  we 
find  that  little  company  meeting  every 
one  of  those  great  crises  in  the  spirit  of 
prayer  and  by  the  spirit  of  prayer 
achieving  victory. 

It  is  prayer  that  acquaints  men  with 
the  mind  and  the  purposes  of  God.  You 
cannot  kneel  down  and  pray,  “Thy  King- 
dom come,  Thy  will  be  done,  on  earth  as 
it  is  in  heaven,”  and  then  shut  up  your 
heart  to  the  world-wide  rich  sympathies 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Hot  alone  are  the  workers  to  come  and 
be  equipped  by  prayer ; it  is  only  by  prayer 
we  are  going  to  create  at  last  the  great 
energies  by  which  the  world  is  to  be  evan- 
gelized. I believe  as  earnestly  as  any  man 


in  sending  out  great  companies  of  mis- 
sionaries from  America,  but  it  is  not  by 
these  men  and  women  that  the  world  is  to 
be  evangelized.  When  we  lay  on  these  men 
and  women  the  work  of  evangelizing  the 
world,  the  product  will  not  be  worth  the 
outlay.  What  we  are  seeking  out  is  to 
raise  in  all  these  lands  companies  of  men 
and  women  who  will  themselves  go  out  and 
evangelize  their  neighbors ; who  will  bring 
those  old  days  of  the  Apostolic  Church,' 
when  the  fire,  having  been  lighted,  in  one 
man’s  home,  it  will  pass  from  that  one 
man’s  home  to  the  next  and  the  next,  un- 
til all  the  land  is  civilized.  The  parallel 
end  of  missionary  enterprise  is  the  raising 
up  in  every  land  of  great  bodies  of  Chris- 
tians, who  will  themselves  be  the  agents 
for  the  evangelization  of  those  lands,  and 
we  have  to-day  in  all  those  lands  men  and 
women  enough  to  accomplish  this  task,  if 
only  the  old  flames  were  blazing  in  their 
lives  and  the  old  devotion  driving  them 
into  duty.  But  we  shall  never  kindle  these 
native  churches  to  undertake  their  task 
until  at  home  the  Christian  Church  is 
praying  for  them  with  new  fervor  and 
devotion. 

We  are  going  to  find  our  way  in  a 
tangle  far  greater  than  any  of  us  under- 
stand, the  tangle  that  makes  up  this  mis- 
sionary problem;  we  are  going  to  be  able 
to  make  our  way  through  only  as  men  and 
women  are  directed  by  hands  they  do  not 
see  in  answer  to  our  beliefs  and  loving 
prayer.  And  not  only  is  prayer  to  bring 
this ; it  is  to  bring  us  all  together  * with 
unity.  There  is  nothing  like  prayer  to 
predispose  men’s  minds  to  single  courses 
of  action;  there  is  nothing  like  prayer  to 
break  down  bitterness  and  prejudice  and 
draw  men  together  into  one.  When  we 
think  of  what  prayer  has  been  and  has 
done  in  the  years  gone,  how  solemn  be- 
comes the  duty  of  it  and  how  precious  the 
privilege  of  it  in  our  own  lives. 
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Are  we  going  to  fulfill  our  responsibili- 
ties and  use  our  powers  in  behalf  of  those 
far  away,  who  are  weak  because  we  neglect 
them,  and  who  might  be  strong  if  we 
would  give  them  of  our  strength  ? I think 
the  most  pathetic  passages  in  missionary 
literature  are  the  appeals  of  the  mission- 
aries for  the  support  by  prayer  at  home. 

Shall  we  go  out  now  and  begin  this  life 
of  prayer,  and  have  done  with  the  theoriz- 
ing about  it,  with  the  old  admiration  for 
the  men  who  used  to  pray;  and  shall  we 
begin  ourselves  the  life  of  prayer,  making 
sure  that  in  every  prayer  of  our  private 
devotions  we  remember  the  world;  that 
in  our  family  prayer,  which  we  must  set 
up  if  it  is  not  there,  we  remember  also 
the  world;  that  in  all  the  work  of  every- 
day life  there  can  be  constant  and  unfail- 
ing intercession  for  those  far  away,  and 
for  the  work  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
left  incomplete,  and  which  will  remain 
incomplete  until  at  last  by  prayer  we  come 
back  into  full  sympathy  with  His  devotion 
and  to  full  participation  in  His  sacrifices? 

Here,  I believe,  and  not  elsewhere,  are 
we  to  find  the  solution  of  this  great  prob- 
lem. The  money  problem  waits  on  the 
solution  of  the  prayer  problem.  And  the 
problem  of  real  consecration  hangs  also 
on  the  problem  of  true  prayer.  When  at 
last  we  shall  be  done  with  saying,  “Lord, 
Lord,”  and  shall  at  last  have  begun  in 
the  spirit  of  real  prayer  to  do  the  things 
that  Jesus  has  bidden. — Robert  E.  Spear. 

THE  LAYMEN'S  MISSIONARY  MOVE- 
MENT ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  most  interesting  experiment  yet 
made  in  promoting  interest  in  evangeliz- 
ing the  world,  has  recently  been  made  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  The  District  Secre- 
taries of  all  the  Foreign  Mission  Boards, 
instead  of  visiting  the  leading  cities  alone, 
decided  to  co-operate  in  united  campaigns, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Laymen’s  Mis- 


sionary Movement.  The  preliminary  ar- 
rangements in  each  city  were  made  by  one 
of  these  district  secretaries  in  person.  Mr. 
J.  Campbell  White,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Laymen’s  Movement,  accepted  the  in- 
vitation to  speak  at  six  of  the  leading 
cities,  viz. : Spokane,  Seattle,  Portland, 
Greater  Oakland,  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Diego.  Mr.  Harry  W.  J ones,  an  architect 
of  Minneapolis,  and  a member  of  the  La}r- 
men’s  Commission  for  the  personal  inves- 
tigation of  mission  fields,  also  accepted  the 
invitation  to  accompany  the  party.  He 
assisted  in  all  the  campaigns  except  the 
last,  at  San  Diego.  The  Mission  Board 
secretaries,  in  addition  to  assisting  in  the 
interdenominational  meetings,  held  at 
least  one  denominational  rally  in  each 
city. 

In  the  six  cities  visited  there  is  an  ag- 
gregate population  of  1,165,000.  The  re- 
turns were  not  in  ev^ry  case  complete,  but 
reports  were  made  of  the  contributions  of 
112,000  church  members  in  these  six  cen- 
ters of  population.  Their  aggregate  of- 
ferings last  year  to  religious  work  in 
America,  were  $2,492,500.  Their  gifts  to 
foreign  missions  were  $116,000.  After 
careful  discussion  in  each  city,  both  by 
an  interdenominational  committee  and  by 
denominational  rallies,  it  was  voted  to 
undertake  to  increase  the  foreign  mission- 
ary offerings  of  these  six  cities,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  a total  of  $470,000  annually,  or 
just  over  four  times  what  was  given  last 
year.  It  is  not  expected  that  this  entire 
increase  will  be  made  in  a single  year.  In 
some  cities,  a graduated  scale  of  increase 
was  adopted,  running  through  two  or  even 
three  years.  When  this  ideal  has  been 
reached,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  total 
for  work  abroad  will  be  less  than  20  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  now  being  spent  by 
the  same  constituency  at  home. 

An  increasing  number  of  individuals 
and  congregations  are  determining  that 
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they  will  devote  at  least  one-fourth  of  all 
their  offerings  toward  the  evangelization 
of  the  non-Christian  world.  They  argue 
that  if  50  per  cent,  is  spent  on  local  re- 
ligious needs,  and  25  per  cent,  on  various 
forms  of  aggressive  Christian  effort  in 
America,  the  remaining  25  per  cent,  is 
surely  a small  enough  proportion  with 
which  to  prosecute  an  adequate  campaign 
of  evangelization  among  a thousand  mil- 
lions of  non- Christians  abroad. 

The  district  secretaries  of  the  Mission 
Boards  are  enthusiastically  in  favor  of  this 
method  of  united  missionary  campaigns  in 
great  cities.  The.  appeal  is  the  same  to  all 
•churches — to  do  their  utmost  to  reach  the 
people  in  their  own  special  fields  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  Without  any 
overlapping  or  competition,  there  is  abun- 
dance for  all  our  churches  to  do  in  evan- 
gelizing the  vast  multitudes  which  no  one 
else  is  attempting  to  reach.  The  fact  that 
the  whole  work  is  being  attempted  on  a 
comprehensive  and  co-operative  basis,  ap- 
peals powerfully  to  the  laymen  of  all 
■churches. 

During  the  last  six  months  the  Lay- 
men’s Missionary  Movement  has  held  cam- 
paigns in  twenty- two  cities  in  the  United 
■States  and  Canada.  In  fifteen  cities  in 
the  United  States,  containing  2,546,000 
people,  310,585  communicant  church 
members  were  reported.  They  gave  to 
religious  work  in  America  last  year 
$5,405,500,  and  to  similar  work  abroad 
$297,450.  They,  have  decided  to  under- 
take to  raise  a total  of  $1,175,000  annually 
for  foreign  Christian  work,  an  aggregate 
increase  of  $877,550.  In  many  cases  two 
years  or  more  are  taken  in  which  to  work 
up  to  this  higher  standard. 

During  the  same  period  in  Canada,  the 
Laymen’s  Movement  has  held  campaigns 
in  seven  cities,  containing  an  aggregate 
population  of  950,000.  Of  these,  136,818 
xvere  reported  as  Protestant  church  mem- 


bers, who  gave  to  local  Christian  work  last 
year  $2,043,775,  and  to  home  and  for- 
eign missions  $344,537.  They  voted  to 
undertake  to  increase  the  amount  for  mis- 
sionary purposes  to  $977,000,  an  increase 
of  $632,000.  The  total  increase  under- 
taken in  twenty-two  cities  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States  is  $1,510,000  from  a 
total  of  447,403  church  members. 

It  has  been  perfectly  evident  to  those 
most  closely  identified  with  these  cam- 
paigns that  God  has  been  at  work  in  a 
wonderful  way.  No  human  organization 
can  begin  to  account  for  the  results  al- 
ready accomplished.  More  and  more  the 
conviction  deepens  and  spreads  like  a spir- 
itual contagion  that  we  are  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  final  campaign  for  the  con- 
quest of  the  world  for  Jesus  Christ.  May 
it  be  given  to  each  one  of  us  to  have  the 
largest  possible  personal  share  in  the  com- 
ing universal  victory. 

Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement, 

1 Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 

THE  NEW  HEBRIDES. 

The  New  Hebrides  are  at  present  pass- 
ing through  a very  critical  period.  Hith- 
erto the  group  has  been  independent,  but 
now  a new  convention  has  been  arranged 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  by 
which  the  islands  pass  under  the  joint 
government  of  the  two  Powers. 

There  are  grave  defects  in  the  conven- 
tion, which  arouse  misgivings  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  most  deeply  versed  in 
island  affairs.  The  most  outstanding  blot 
is  the  failure  to  agree  upon  a common 
system  of  law  as  between  French  and 
natives,  and  British  and  natives.  The 
dual  system  of  law  which  will  be  in  force 
under  the  convention  leaves  room  for  end- 
less friction  between  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

Some  of  the  other  defects  may  be  rem- 
edied as  they  become  pressing  under  the 
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actual  working  of  the  convention.  On  the 
whole,  under  wise  administration,  the  new 
regime  in  the  New  Hebrides  has  great 
possibilities,  and  may  be  a decided  im- 
provement on  the  past  chaos.  Mean- 
while  missionaries  and  traders  alike  will 
unite  to  give  it  a fair  and  sympathetic 
trial.  The  government  will  find,  as  it 
always  has  done,  that  the  missionaries 
will  render  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

The  spiritual  outlook  in  the  group  is 
much  brighter  than  the  political.  The 
missionaries  all  feel  that  the  work  is  forg- 
ing ahead  and  that  the  islands  are  being 
slowly  but  surely  won  for  Christ. 

The  following  report,  drawn  up  by  the 
last  annual  Synod  in  the  New  Hebrides, 
gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  progress: 

“The  reports  for  the  year  have  again 
given  evidence  of  the  period  of  transition 
through  which  the  natives  are  passing. 
The  return  of  the  laborers  from  the 
Queensland  plantations  has  often  intro- 
duced new  elements  of  difficulty  into  the 
work.  Many  of  them  have  been  long 
years  in  Queensland,  associated  with  white 
men,  and  the  knowledge,  good  or  bad,  that 
they  have  gained  is  beginning  to  make 
itself  felt  in  our  islands. 

“The  question  of  supplying  the  inter- 
island laborers  with  the  gospel  is  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  those  missionaries 
in  whose  districts  any  considerable  num- 
ber reside.  Several  teachers  are  conduct- 
ing classes  among  them,  and  the  class  for 
foreign  native  laborers — which  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie has  conducted  successfully  for  sev- 
eral years — has  now  passed  over  to  Dr. 
Bolton,  who  has  just  begun  his  work  in 
Vila  as  the  first  missionary  specially  set 
apart  for  the  “labor”  and  settlers. 

“Drink,  in  the  form  of  Noumea  gin, 
still  continues  to  be  brought  into  the 
islands  in  very  large  quantities.  Nine 
missionaries  report  that  drink  has  been 
sold  in  their  districts;  murders  have  been 


committed  by  drunken  natives,  and  drink 
has  been  the  cause  of  much  disturbance 
among  them.  Those  engaged  in  this 
traffic  repeatedly  affirm  that  the  man-of- 
war  is  powerless  to  enforce  the  existing 
laws  against  the  supplying  of  drink  to 
natives. 

“Land  disputes  have  been  much  in  evi- 
dence during  the  year,  and  the  want  of  a 
regularly  constituted  judicial  court  has 
been  much  felt,  especially  in  cases  be- 
tween natives  and  non-natives. 

“The  action  of  the  man-of-war,  in 
promising  to  deal  with  inter-tribal  fight- 
ing, has  borne  fruit.  The  small  amount  of 
fighting  this  year,  as  compared  with  for- 
mer years,  is  largely  due  to  their  energetic 
measures  of  last  year. 

“Severe  epidemics  of  whooping  cough 
have  swept  over  several  islands,  and  have 
been  responsible  for  many  deaths  among 
the  children. 

“'The  contributions  of  natives  have  been 
well  maintained.  In  some  districts  large 
quantities  of  arrowroot  have  been  made 
for  Mission  purposes,  and  in  others  suffi- 
cient money  has  been  contributed  to  pay 
for  the  teachers. 

“The  pressing  need  for  more  teachers  to 
occupy  the  bush  villages  in  the  heathen 
islands  has  been  placed  before  Synod. 

“Nothing  in  the  year’s  work  has  oc- 
curred to  call  for  special  remark ; but  the 
progress  has  been  steady.  There  is  much 
encouragement  in  the  reports  from  several 
missionaries,  especially  those  from  Tanna, 
Ambrim  and  Malo. 

“The  death  of  the  oldest  member  of 
our  Mission,  Dr.  John  G.  Paton,  has  been 
the  severance  of  another  link  with  the 
past,  and  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Macmillan  has 
been  a sacl  blow  to  the  work  on  Tanna.” 

And  so,  through  sunshine  and  shadow, 
the  Kingdom  is  making  steady  progress 
in  the  New  Hebrides. 

Frank  H.  L.  Paton. 
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DO  YOU  LIKE  IT  OUT  THERE  ? 

The  missionary  did  not  go  to  China  ex- 
pecting to  find  good  roads,  carriages,  elec- 
tric cars,  railroads,  telephones  and  well 
equipped  stores  in  every  town.  Friends 
will  often  ask,  “Do  you  really  like  it  bet- 
ter out  there  than  here  in  the  homeland  ?” 
The  missionary  recalls  the  first  sight  of 
America  he  obtained  when  returning  after 
an  absence  of  seven  or  eight  years.  He 
remembers  the  thrill  he  experienced  when 
the  sight  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  floating 
from  the  mast  of  some  vessel  greeted  his 
eyes.  He  thinks  of  the  maples,  the  oaks, 
the  elms,  the  stores  with  their  great  show 
windows,  the  streets  with  their  fine  pave- 
ments, the  loved  friends  who  gathered 
around  to  greet  the  long-absent  from  their 
midst,  and  he  has  no  hesitancy  in  saying, 
“I  love  America  above  all  other  lands.” 

But  when  the  same  friends  change  the 
form  of  the  question  to  “Do  you  like  it 
out  there?”  the  answer  must  be  very  dif- 
ferent. Ask  the  soldier  under  fire,  or 
enduring  the  hardships  of  the  march  or 
the  privations  of  the  camp  if  he  likes  it. 
Ask  the  physician  who  is  being  called  at 
all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to  face  con- 
tagion and  virulent  diseases,  if  he  likes  it. 
Ask  the  messenger  who  goes  out  from  the 
palace  of  the  King  to  bear  a message  to 


some  far  frontier  point,  if  he  likes  the 
work.  They  will  tell  you  that  whether 
they  like  it  or  not,  that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  service  they  are  rendering  to 
mankind.  They  render  the  service  be- 
cause that  is  their  business.  Do  they  re- 
ceive adequate  compensation  for  what  they 
do?  might  be  a more  timely  question. 

Sleeping  in  dirty  beds,  traveling  over 
difficult  roads,  enduring  the  tropical  heats 
and  heavy  rains,  facing  persecution  and 
hunger,  isolated  from  congenial  associa- 
tions, rearing  children  far  away  from  their 
own  kind,  becoming  companions  and 
teachers  to  them,  the  missionary  asks  not 
if  he  likes  it  all.  He  is  there  because  the 
love  of  Christ  constrained  him  to  come, 
and  compensates  him  for  the  sacrifices  he 
makes  and  the  hardships  he  endures.  It  is 
the  King’s  business.  The  King  com- 
mands and  he  obeys. 

When  Christians  in  all  lands  will  have 
learned  to  attend  services,  teach  and  pray, 
visit  the  sick  and  the  stranger,  minister 
to  the  poor  and  afflicted,  seek  the  lost  and 
strengthen  the  weak,  because  it  is  the 
King’s  business  and  the  King’s  command, 
then  God  will  open  the  windows  of 
heaven  and  pour  out  a blessing  that  there 
shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive. — Dr. 
Osgood- s Breaking  Down  Chinese  Walls. 


Young  people  especially  need  to  get  old-time  gospel  of  work  thoroughly  into  their 
thought  of  life.  Many  blows  forge  the  anchor;  many  a thought  works  out  the  plan; 
many  an  upward  step  brings  us  at  last  to  the  summit.  We  must  throw  ourselves  into 
life,  determined  to  make  a noble  thing  of  it,  for  ourselves  and  for  every  fellow  mor- 
tal whose  path  touches  ours,  and  then  work.  Listen  to  the  music  of  the  world’s  looms 
and  hammers  and  wheels.  Hear  in  them  the  music  of  heaven,  God’s  call  to  faithful 
service.  Get  this  thought  within  us  and  then  work  it  out,  trusting  God  for  the  issues. 
— Episcopal  Recorder. 


God’s  love  to  us  in  this  world  is  not  a feeble  indulgence  of  our  inclinations  and 
humoring  of  our  childish  desires,  but  it  is  eternal  principle.  It  dispenses  not  only 
smiles  and  gladness,  but,  for  our  good,  darkness  and  frowns,  so  that  we  in  some  of  its 
manifestations,  call  it  wrath,  though  it  is  still  love,  perfect  and  alone. — C.  A.  Bartol. 
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The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  in  North  America  will  meet 
in  the  Third  Covenanter  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  Wednesday,  May  27,  1908, 
at  2 P.  M.,  when  its  sessions  will  be  opened 
with  a sermon  by  the  retiring  Moderator, 
Rev.  Thomas  McFall,  of  Somerset,  Nova 
Scotia. 

Among  the  attractions  of  this  meeting 
will  be  the  presence  of  several  foreign 
missionaries.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright,  who  are 
hourly  looked  for  in  this  country  from  Tak 
Hing  Chau,  China,  on  leave  of  absence  for 
the  summer,  expect  to  be  there,  and  so 
does  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  who  has  labored 
alone  in  Suadia  for  nearly  two  years  at 
great  personal  sacrifice,  and  has  accom- 
plished results  in  that  field  that  must  tell 
favorably  on  the  future  of  the  missionary 
work  in  Northern  Syria.  These  brethren 
will  have  good  news  for  the  home  churches, 
and  will  receive  a cordial  welcome. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Foreign 
Board,  held  in  New  York,  Tuesday,  March 
31,  1908,  Miss  Florence  May  Elsey  was 
appointed  Head  Nurse  in  the  Latakia 
Hospital,  Syria.  Miss  Elsey  is  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Hetherton,  Michigan,  which  is  her  home 
address,  and  taught  for  two  years  in  the 
public  schools  of  Randolph  County,  Il- 
linois, having  spent  the  same  length  of 
time  at  Geneva  College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
She  is  a trained  nurse,  and  says  in  her 
letter  of  application,  “I  would  like  to  use 
my  profession  in  my  Master’s  service.” 
The  principal  of  School  for  Nurses  con- 
nected with  the  Presbyterian  Hospital 
of  Chicago  certifies  that  she  is  “a  graduate 
in  good  standing  of  that  school,  and  that 
during  her  course  of  training,  as  well  as 


since  graduation,  her  record  has  been  such 
as  to-  win  respect  from  those  with  whom 
she  has  been  associated,  and  to  give  prom- 
ise of  future  creditable  work.”  In  an  offi- 
cial statement  as  to  her  physical  condition 
she  is  described  as  “in  most  excellent 
health,”  while  personal  letters  bear  testi- 
mony to  her  Christian  character  and  de- 
votedness. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  for  the 
departure  of  Miss  Elsey  in  September, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
her  appointment  will  secure  to  Dr.  J.  M. 
Balph  the  assistance  that  he  has  been  so 
long  calling  for  and  that  seems  essential 
to  the  success  of  the  medical  department 
of  the  Mission  to  Syria. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Board,  the 
following  Minute  was  placed  on  its 
Records  in  reference  to  the  resignation  of 
Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds : 

In  accepting  the  resignation  of  Rev.  R. 
J.  Dodds,  the  Board  wishes  to  put  on 
record  an  appreciation  of  faithful  service 
for  many  years.  He  was  commissioned 
in  September,  1890,  as  missionary  to 
Tarsus  Mission,  Asia  Minor,  where  he  was 
associated  with  the  late  Dr.  David  .Meth- 
eny  until  the  spring  of  1896,  when  he  re- 
tired from  the  field  and  returned  to  the 
United  States  to  visit  friends  and  rest 
awhile. 

On  March  30,  1897,  he  tendered  his 
resignation,  which  was  reluctantly  ac- 
cepted ; but  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Metheny, 
June  5,  1897,  he  expressed  a wish  to  re- 
sume the  work,  was  soon  afterward  re- 
appointed, and  was  sent  out  in  October, 
1897.  From  that  time  till  he  came  home 
on  leave  of  absence  in  May,  1907,  nearly 
a decade,  he  labored  without  a ministerial 
associate,  often  under  circumstances  that 
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tested  missionary  tact  and  ability,  and  al- 
ways to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Board.  A man  of  intellectual  force,  pos- 
sessed of  fine  evangelistic  spirit,  and  em- 
inently qualified  by  education  and  experi- 
ence for  missionary  work  in  Turkey,  the 
Board  regrets  that  Mr.  Dodds  has  felt  it 
necessary,  for  reasons  wholly  personal,  to 
resign,  and  records  the  hope  that  the  way 
may  yet  open  for  his  return  to  the  field. 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

Walter  T.  Miller, 

H.  O’Neill, 

Committee. 

Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller  acknowl- 
edges having  received,  through  Olive 
Trees,  sixty  dollars  from  the  Young  Peo- 
ple’s Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  con- 
nected with  the  Second  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  of  New  York,  their  annual 
contribution  for  the  support  of  a bed  in 
Latakia  Hospital,  Syria. 

He  also  acknowledges  having  received, 
through  the  same  channel,  ninety-one  dol- 
lars and  ninety-two  cents  from  Ralph  J. 
Orr,  Treasurer  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Sabbath  School,  of  New  Castle,  Pa., 
for  the  Mission  to  China. 

Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller  reports  hav- 
ing received,  from  March  30  to  April  20, 
the  following  contributions  for 
Semi-Centennial  Fund. 

Miss  Jane  Porter,  of  Olathe,  Kas.,.$25.00 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Dunn,  Quinter,  Kas. . . 2.00 

Dr.  Ida  Scott,  of  Tak  Hing  Chau, 

China , 25.00 

James  Scott,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa., 

to  be  at  discretion  of  Board ....  100 . 00 
Miss  Jean  A.  Scott,  of  Beaver 

Falls,  Pa.,  specially  for  China. . 10.00 
S.  S.,  of  Denison  Congregation ...  45.00 

Lake  Reno  Congregation 21.85 

Mrs.  A.  R,  Ewing,  Villard,  Minn.  1.00 
Cash,  by  Prof.  Willson 100.00 


S.  S.  Walton,  N.  Y.  Cong 72.03 

Miss  Sarah  Erskine,  of  Second  New 

York  Congregation 25.00 

W.  M.  S.,  Eighth  St.  Cong.,  Pitts- 
burg, specially  for  Syrian  Mis’ns  75.00 
W.  M.  S.,  Eighth  St.  Cong.,  Pitts- 
burg, specially  for  China 75.00 

Mrs.  Edw.  S.  E.  McKee,  of  Eighth 
St.  Cong.,  Pittsburg,  specially 

for  China 10.00 

Edna  G.  McKee,  of  Eighth  St. 

Cong.,  Pittsburg,  specially  for 

China 5.00 

A Member  of  Morning  Sun  Cong.  2.50 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Morton,  of  Cambridge, 

Mass.,  specially  for  Suadia 5.00 

Miss  Callie  M.  Morton,  of  Cam- 


bridge, Mass.,  specially  for  China  3.00 


W.  J.  Connery,  of  Sterling  Cong. . 10.00 
C.  K.  Connery,  of  Sterling  Cong. . 10.00 
S.  B.  Junkin,  of  Sterling  Cong. . . 10.00 
Mary  Adams,  of  Sterling  Cong ...  5.00 

W.  A.  Snair,  of  Sterling  Cong 15.00 

Bertha  Snair,  of  Sterling  Cong..  5 . 00 
Roland  Snair,  of  Sterling  Cong.. . 5.00 

M.  E.  Dougherty,  Sterling  Cong..  5.00 
Isa  Dougherty,  Sterling  Cong....  10.00 

E.  Mills,  of  Sterling  Cong 10.00 

W.  W.  Humphrey,  Sterling  Cong.  15.00 
Anna  Cavin,  of  Sterling  Cong. ...  5.00 

Leuella  Sterrett,  Sterling  Cong. . . 2.50 

A.  Humphreys,  of  Sterling  Cong..  5.00 


R.  M.  Edgar,  of  Sterling  Cong. ...  5.00 

F.  J.  Humphreys,  Sterling  Cong. . 10.00 
J.  H.  Edgar,  of  Sterling  Cong. ...  2.5.00 
Lura  Copeland,  of  Sterling  Cong. . 5.00 

Pearl  Adams,  of  Sterling  Cong. . . 3.00 


F.  Edgar,  of  Sterling  Cong 1.00 

W.  D.  Edgar,  of  Sterling  Cong. . . 5.00 

R.  E.  Alexander,  of  Sterling  Cong.  5.00 

S.  A.  Patton,  of  Sterling  Cong. . . 5.00 

E.  Tippin,  of  Sterling  Cong 2.00 

John  Hanna,  of  Sterling  Cong. ...  3.00 

T.  W.  Patton,  of  Sterling  Cong ...  5.00 

N.  Patton  and  family,  of  Sterling 

Congregation 25.00 
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Lake  Eeno  Congregation 2.00 

Ladies’  Aid  Society,  Bklyn.  Cong.100.00 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Blackwood,  of  L.  M.  S., 

New  Castle  Congregation 3.00 

Mrs.  Jennie  Foster,  of  L.  M.  S., 

New  Castle  Congregation 3.00 

Mrs.  O.  C.  Orr,  of  L.  M.  S.,  New 

Castle  Cong 2.50 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Allen,  of  L.  M.  S.,  New 

Castle  Cong 1.50 

Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Foster,  of  L.  M.  S., 


Basket  collection,  of  L.  M.  S.,  New 

Castle  Cong 10 

Miss  Margaret  McLaury,  of  Delhi, 

N.  Y.,  specially  for  Syria 3.00 

Through  Mr.  John  W.  Pritchard: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Milligan,  of 
Clay  Center,  Kans.,  for  Syria 

and  China 25.00 

S.  S.,  Olathe  Cong 84.40 

L.  M.  S.,  Winchester  Cong.,  Mrs. 

Nannie  A.  French,  Treas 15.00 

A Member  at  Livermore,  Pa.,  by 

Dr.  F.  M.  Foster 20.00 

S.  B.,  New  York 5.00 

J.  W.  Dodds,  of  S.S.,  Seattle  Cong.  5.00 
Mrs.  Hollenbeck,  of  S.  S.,  Seattle 

Congregation  . . 10.00 

Miss  Trimble,  of  S.  S.,  Seattle 

Congregation 10.00 

Mr.  McClain,  of  S.S.,  Seattle  Cong.  10.00 
H.  Downie,  of  S.  S.,  Seattle  Cong.  10.00 


R.  M.  Atchison,  of  Olathe,  Kans..  10.00 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Atchison,  Olathe,  Kans.  10 . 00 
Miss  M.  E.  Atchison,  Olathe,  Kans.  5 . 00 
Thos.  B.  Doig,  of  Walton,  N.  Y. . 50.00 

S.  S.,  Syracuse  Cong '.  12.00 

L.  M.  Patterson  and  family,  of 

Baldwin,  111 25.00 

Susan  A.  Allen,  of  Parnassus,  Pa. . 5.00 

Cora  L.  Allen,  of  Parnassus,  Pa..  5.00 
Mary  E.  Allen,  of  Parnassus,  Pa..  5.00 
Dr.  J ames  N.  Blackwood  and  wife, 

of  New  Castle,  Pa 5.00 

John  Robison  and  wife,  Dresden,  O.  3.00 

J.  Robertson,  Clarinda,  0 5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Handford,  Clarinda,  0.  5.00 

Isabel  N.  Handford,  Clarinda,  0.  5.00 

J.  S.  Bell,  of  Regina,  Canada. . . .100.00 

A .Member  of  Eskridge  Cong 30.00 

Mary  B.  McDowell,  of  York,  N. 

Y.,  Cong 12.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew  Miller,  of 

Brooklyn  Cong 15.00 

Rev.  G-.  R,  McBurney,  of  Eskridge, 

Kans 5.00 

An  aged  member'  of  Second  New 
York,  fourth  contribution 5.00 


Adding  these  $1438.38  to  the  amount 
reported  in  April  Olive  Trees,  the  con- 
tributions to  this  memorial  fund  have  now 
reached  $6493.56:  It  will  require  some 
large  offerings  to  make  up  the  $25,000 
before  the  meeting  of  Synod. 


An  Egyptian  girl  student — a Moslem,  be  it  remembered — has  just  taken  her  B.A. 
degree.  She  is  the  first  Egyptian  woman  to  gain  the  distinction;  but  she  will  prob-  -* 
ably  not  long  be  the  only  one,  for  already  there  are  seven  Government  schools  for  girls, 
staffed  by  trained  women  teachers  from  the  “Women’s  Normal  School”  at  Boulak. 
The  women  of  Egypt  are  thus  beginning  to  regain  the  free  and  honored  position  which 
they  enjoyed  more  than  two  thousand  years  before  the  time  of  Christ.  Then  woman 
was  the  mistress  of  the  house.  She  inherited  equally  with  her  brothers,  and  had  full 
control  over  her  property.  According  to  M.  Parteret,  she  was  “judiciously  the  equal  of 
man,  having  the  same  rights,  and  being  treated  in  the  same  fashion.”  She  could  also 
bring  actions  and  even  plead  in  the  courts.  She  practiced  the  art  of  medicine,  and  as 
priestess  had  authority  in  the  temples.  To  crown  all,  as  queen,  she  was  often  the  high- 
est in  the  land. — Christian  Life. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1908. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  Zada  A.  Patton 


Suadia , via  Alexandretta 

and  Antioch , Syria. 


- Mersina,  Asia  Minor . 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll Larnaca , Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  R.  A.  Blair 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.  ... 

Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 

Miss  Mary  Lena  Wilson 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1908. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache  , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Mr.  Walter 
T.  Miller,  82  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

Domestic  Mission  ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows*  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  D.  D.,  810  South  Avenue,  Wil- 

kinsburg,  Pa. 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River, 

South  China. 


Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds 

Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 
Miss  Elma  French 


Latakia,  Syria. 


MAP  or  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESS YTEW  AN  CHURC  H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Any  one  wishing  a copy  can  have  it  mailed  to  his  address  for  50  cents  and  13  centa- 

for  postage. 

ADDRESS 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  411  Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  Telephone,  416  Bryant 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

253  WEST  39th  STREET 

Notary  Public  NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

Fulallslier,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer. 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

85  1 & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 

PICTURES  AND  PICTURE  FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Talaphi u,  2700  Worth.  Eatabllahad  1800. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


^ EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS 
^ FOR  SPECTACLES 
21  West  42d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  2533  Bryant 
1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY,  BOOK 
OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CONFESSION 
OF  FAITH,  GLASGOW’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH, 
TALES  OF  COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  RO- 
MANISM ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES  : 


